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CONFIDENTIAL MEXICO 7317 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, MX 

SUBJ: SOVIET RATIFICATION OF PROTOCOL II OF TREATY OF TLATELOLCO 

FOREIGN SECRETARY RABASA SAID THAT UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM 
PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA HE WAS KEEPING HEAVY PRESSURE ON SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR TARASOV FOR HIS GOVERNMENT'S RATIFICATION OF 
PROTOCOL II OF TREATY OF TLATELOLCO (LATIN AMERICAN NUCLEAR 
FREE ZONE). RABASA WAS STRESSING THAT FOLLOWING ECHEVERRIA'S 
TRIP. TWO OF RECALCITRANT NUCLEAR POWERS (FRANCE AND CHINA) 
HAD SIGNED UP JOINING US AND UK WHICH HAD SIGNED SOME YEARS 
AGO. HE SAID TARASOV SEEMED TO FAVOR SOVIET ACCESSION WHICH IS 
OF COURSE RELATIVELY MEANINGLESS BUT THAT HIS GOVERNMENT 
APPARENTLY HAD GIVEN NO HINT YET OF ITS WILLINGNESS TO JOIN. 
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